Treasures of Lebanon
‘A classical tour of the Paris of the East’

Visiting cosmopolitan Beirut, the ancient Roman ruins of Baalbek, the breathtaking scenery of The Cedars, sophisticated
Byblos and the historical cities of Tyre, Sidon and Tripoli.
Enjoy gastronomic food, great wines and explore beautiful Lebanon with expert guidance throughout.

Detail of a sarcophagus with the legend of Achilleus in marble in The National Museum of Beirut.

The sarcophagus was Found in Tyre and dates from the 2nd C AD. This relief is in the tradition of classical Greek Art.

Tyre, situated on the Lebanese coast south of the capital was founded by the Phoenicians to become the first commercial
metropolis in the world and from here their economic empire expanded.
The sarcophagus of King Hirman of Tyre was found here and there remains the ruins that escaped the destruction of the
Assyrians, the Persians and the Arabs.

Sidon lies 25 miles south of Beirut and today is known as Saida. During a moment in history the principal port out of which
the Phoenicians sailed to conquer the Mediterranean world, and perhaps farther, culturally and commercially.

The city was constantly harassed by invaders and the naval fortress became the symbol of the city.

Deir el Qamar is unique in Lebanon; a town restored
and maintained in a style many centuries old. Deir el
Qamar not only preserves its grand feudal
architecture, but also its old stepped streets, walled
gardens and picturesque corners.

The Beiteddine Palace complex is the country’s best
example of early 19th century Lebanese
architecture. The most spectacular view of the
palace and its surroundings is from the village of Deir
el Qamar.
The palace was built by emir Bashir Shihab II in the
period between 1788 and 1818. It was the emir's
residence until 1840. Later the building was used by
the Ottoman authorities as the government
residence. Under the French Mandate following
World War I, it was used for local administrative
purposes.
At the Barouk Cedars Reserve, explore multiple
species of trees, plants and birds and enjoy a
magnificent view over the Beqaa Valley.

Baalbeck set on a place of an ancient religious site,
the Phoenicians set up a magnificent sanctuary
consecrated for the worship of Baal. Under the reign
of Alexander the Great, the city developed rapidly;
called Heliopolis (City of the Sun). The most
important constructions of the Acropolis of Baalbeck
date back to the Roman times. A great cultural
complex gathers 3 major edifices: The temple of
Jupiter, with a peristyle of 54 columns (of which only
6 remain) each measuring 20 meters in height and
2 meters in diameter at the base. These statistics
classify the columns as being among the largest
Roman columns made. The temple of Jupiter has a
hexagonal forecourt relatively well preserved. The
temple of Bacchus is considered as one of the most
beautiful successes of Roman architecture and the
best preserved.
At Baalbeck, major international festivals of theatre,
ballet, classical and modern concerts all take place.
The temple of Venus is one of the rare edifices with
a circular plan, comparable to the Tholos of Delphes
in Greece.

The Cedars: At an altitude of over 2000 meters the
famous Cedars of Lebanon stand still between the
land and the sky, despite turbulences. They have
been so often called Arz El Rab (The Cedars of God)
and considered as a miracle of nature.
Classified as a national treasure, and subject to
regular control, some cedars are more than 1000
years old. Cited in the Holy Bible and ancient
historical books, the cedar is symbol of eternity and
wisdom. It is also by excellence the symbol of the
Lebanese Republic, since it figures on its flag and
money. The most famous cedars are in the region of
Becharre, north of Lebanon, and Barouk in the
Chouf.

Byblos - Beyond Nahr el Kalb and the grottoes of Jeita, 22 miles north of Beirut lies the city now called Jbeil, with over
8000 years of history and culture. Above a cliff, it marks the site of the most ancient port in the world and a once commercially
flourishing center.
The Romans have left to Byblos a monumental fountain, a sanctuary, a colonnade and most of all, a magnificent theatre
facing the sea. The Church of St. John dates from the 12th Century.
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