VENEZUELA

Canaima National Park – Delta Orinoco
5 - Day Itinerary
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Day 1 – Canaima National Park
Flight from Caracas to Puerto Ordaz. Then, we take a small chárter plane to Canaima
National Park. Arriving in Canaima. Transfer to Waku Lodgе.
Between the rainforest of the Amazon Basin and the watershed of the Orinoco River, is a
rugged wall of remote mountains and deep, heavily forested canyons. This is Canaima
National Park. Many of the mountains have precipitous rock walls that rise thousands of
metres where they end in an almost perfectly flat top. These formations are known by
their Indian name: Tepuis. Originally the tops of the tepuis were joined together in a vast
continuous plateau that stretched over a large part of northern South America. Over
time erosion carved steep-walled valleys and crevices into the plateau leaving fragments
of it completely isolated. The region remains one of the most thinly settled and one of
the most beautiful of all natural areas in South America. From one of these Tepuis
plummets to the world's highest waterfall: Angel Falls (979 metres).The fall is more than
twice as high as the Empire State Building and three times higher than the Eiffel Tower.
After that, we board our dugout canoes at Canaima beach, and crossed the Canaima
lagoon with impressive views of its seven waterfalls. A short walk through the savannah,
and we start walking behind! the impressive water curtain of Sapo falls. It is a truly
exhilarating experience: a cliff to the right, the roaring falls to the left, and water spray
everywhere. Once on the other side of the curtain, we walk to the top of the falls for a
wonderful view of the Tepuy landscape. Return to Canaima beach. The fall might have
less water in the dry season. Back to the lodge. Supper and the rest.
Day 2 – Full-day by canoe to the base of Angel Falls
Early in the morning we board our motorised dugout canoes or “curiaras” in the Pemón
Indian language. We travel up the Carrao river, and cross Mayupa lagoon and the
Araucaima rapids, always surrounded by the spectacular landscape of Canaima National
Park. We enter Churún river, winding its way through the spectacular Devil's Canyon.
One more turn, and we see the highest waterfall on earth! We leave our canoes, and
walk for an hour through virgin rainforest, until arriving at a rocky ledge. We suddenly
stand before the magnificence of the Angel Falls, a few hundred metres away, becoming
drenched by the frenzy of spray. A truly unforgettable and awesome sight! We can take a
refreshing bath in the lagoon at the base of the fall. Lunch. In the afternoon, return to
Canaima.
Day 3 – Orinoco Delta
After breakfast, transfer to the airport. Flight to Puerto Ordaz. Transfer Puerto Ordaz –
Boca de Uracoa. We board our motorised boat. The Orinoco Delta is a vast, intricate
labyrinth of waterways weaving through a simmering jungle to carry the waters of the
Orinoco River to the Atlantic Ocean.
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The Delta has been forming over the course of thousands of years, as the mighty river
has deposited millions of tons of sediment into the ocean. The Orinoco branches off into
over 60 caños (waterways) and 40 rivers which diffuse through 41.000 square kilometres
of forested islands, swamps and lagoons. The Warao Indians - the “Canoe People” - are
the native inhabitants of the Delta. Family groups reside in palafitos (wooden houses
raised on stilts) along the banks of the river, and spend most of their daily lives in canoes
fishing the nearby caños and hunting and gathering in the surrounding forests. Arriving
at Orinoco Delta Lodge Location: On Caño Guamal, 2 hours by boat from the town of
Tucupita. Features: 43 simple rooms in jungle bungalows (no hot water), and a dining
and lounge area. The bungalows are joined by a network of elevated plank walkways and
lined with torches to light the way by night. Morning and afternoon excursions are done
by boats and on foot, through the endless mangroves and creeks of the Delta. A
naturalist guide will explore with us the flora and fauna, and will show us how to survive
in the jungle and fish piranhas!
Day 4 – Orinoco Delta
Morning and afternoon excursions are done by boats and on foot, through the endless
mangroves and creeks of the Delta. A naturalist guide will explore with us the flora and
fauna, and will show us how to survive in the jungle and fish piranhas! *Aditionally we
could offer night hunting to caimans.
Day 5 – Caracas
Breakfast. Transfer to the airport. Flight to Caracas.
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