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Lebanon
NAME Lebanon or Lubnãn (in Arabic) means “White” referring to the snow on the peaks of the Mount Lebanon, the highest of the
Levant.

FLAG The Lebanese flag is made out of three horizontal stripes: two red stripes separated by the green cedar in the middle of

the white central stripe. When first designed in 1943, the cedar, symbol of Lebanon, had the real colors of the wood and branches
before it was modernized.

BORDERS State of the Near East, the Lebanon is bounded on the North and East by Syria for 375 kilometers, on the south and

south-East by Israel/occupied Palestine for 79 kilometers; And on the West by the Mediterranean Sea for 220 kilometers.

AREA 10452 sq km (4036 sq mi)

POPULATION the population is estimated at 7,000,000 inhabitants in Lebanon, though no official census has taken place

recently. This figure includes refugees, Syrian displaced and foreign residents. Half of the population lives in Great Beirut. The
diaspora is estimated to be around 14 million Lebanese spread all over the world.

CAPITAL Beirut

LANGUAGE Since 1943, the official language is Arabic. The local slang is Lebanese. Nevertheless, one can be understood in

French, English, Spanish, Italian, Armenian, and many other languages.

TIME GMT + 2 (GMT + 3 from end of March till end of October).tobre).

WEEKEND Saturday and Sunday. The banking sector opens on Saturday morning. Some of the commercial sectors open 6 days
per week others 7 days a week.

ELECTRICITY & WATER The voltage is 220, 50-cycle AC. Even if the government doesn’t provide a 24-hour electricity, the
private sector provides the country with generated electrical currents.
The country is well-supplied with water, though it is recommended not to drink the tap water but to buy mineral water bottles.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS Country code: 961. Landlines and Mobile Networks. The telecommunication system in Lebanon is

very advanced and the roaming system exists to keep you in contact with your families. The landlines have different codes for each
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4

Compiled by
Vent Nouveau
MICE-DMC

Lebanon

region; in Beirut it starts with 01 (check for the other regions fixed codes at the reception of your hotel).
You can provide yourself with local mobile numbers with the following codes: Touch 03, 70, 71, 76, 78, 81; Alfa: 03, 70, and
71,76,79,81. Post: Services to Europe usually take one week, to the USA around 10 days.
Express Courier such as LIBANPOST, DHL, and ARAMEX are also available.

PRESS Several Newspapers and Magazines are issued in Arabic, French, English and Armenian.
CURRENCY Lebanese Pound = 100 piasters.

It is common to pay and cash in US Dollars at the rate of LL 1500 (2000-2018). The Euro is accepted and exchanged at the
current rate to the American dollar. All other currencies are easily exchanged at the exchange houses only.

CREDIT CARDS MasterCard, American Express and Visa cards are accepted. Check with your credit card company for details
of merchant acceptability and other services which may be available.
In Lebanon the ATM machines accept 4 digit pin numbers only. You can withdraw American dollars or Euros from ATMs.

TRAVELERS’ CHEQUES Not accepted.

CURRENCY RESTRICTIONS No restrictions on import or export of either local or foreign currency

(Except for imported gold coins which can only be exported up to declared value and limits).

BANKS All banks provide an ATM service. You can change currency in the various Exchange Bureaux.

DUTY FREE Travelers are entitled to import some goods for personal use, within the following limits: 200 cigarettes or 200g

cigars or 200 g of tobacco; 1 liter of alcohol; 60 g of perfume, taxes are paid above these amounts.
You can buy in the Duty Free on arrival and on departure at interesting prices.

VAT (Value Added Tax): Tax is 11 per cent on transactions as part of Lebanon’s Tax Reform Plan in compatibility with international
procedures.
However, tourists can reclaim VAT at the airport upon presentation of a tax receipt on goods purchased from VAT registered
retailers (bill from the same shop exceeding 100$). Every Non-Lebanese or Non-Resident Lebanese citizen visiting Lebanon for
less than 3 consecutive months, is entitled for VAT refund.
A VAT refund is not applicable to services such as hotels, telecommunication, car rentals, guided tours, foods & beverages
(restaurants, cafés, and supermarkets).
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RELIGIONS 3 monotheist religions represented within 19 ethnic communities. It is estimated that 30% of the population is

Lebanon

Christian and 70% Muslim.

SOCIAL CONVENTIONS Hand shaking between men is the common form of greeting. It is acceptable to give a small gift,

particularly if invited at home for a meal. As regards dress code, casual wear is suitable for daytime except in major towns where
dress code tends to be rather smart. Luxurious hotels and restaurants often require a smart
dress code for dinner.

BUSINESS Businessmen usually wear jackets with tie. English and French are widely

spoken by many local business people and common courtesies are observed. Appointments
and business cards are used.

TIPPING Service is generally included in hotel and restaurant bills, Tips are not necessary

but accepted.

MOYENS DE TRANSPORT Le transport public est presque inexistant. Un effort de plus

en plus remarquable a conduit à la constitution d’un réseau de transport par bus et par
minibus dans Beyrouth ainsi que dans Le Grand Beyrouth et les principales villes libanaises. Les moyens de transport les plus
communs sont les taxis, ou les taxis partagés avec d'autres passagers que le Libanais appelle « service ».

TRANSPORTATION Public Transport is poor and almost non-existent. Taxis are easy to be found and they run a 24-hour

service and for all regions. Taxi sharing is a common means of transportation (called service), practical and economical.

The transportation for a tour group: groups could be offered deluxe motor coaches or in mini buses, depending on the number
of people in the group. For individuals, we can offer limousines, car rentals with or without a driver, or even taxi services.

CAR RENTAL is Possible. Call on your Travel Agent or car rental firms such as Avis & Europcar, Hertz, Budget, etc..
TRAFFIC Smooth outside major towns; heavy in downtown and close suburbs.
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VISA REGULATIONS

Lebanon

PASSPORTS should be valid for at least 6 months beyond the estimated duration of stay in Lebanon.
RESTRICTIONS Passports should not bear any Israeli stamp or Visa.

VISA Many nationalities can acquire visa on arrival, for further information do not hesitate to check with your agency, or visit
www.general-security.gov.lb (Entry Visa/ Citizens of some foreign countries coming for tourism)
(Information available in Arabic, French & English versions)

Bienvenue

Bienvenue

Bienvenue

GETTING TO LEBANON

BY AIR on regular flights of MEA, Air France, Alitalia, British Airways, Egypt Air, Gulf Air,

Emirates, Kuwait Airways, and many others.

BY LAND across the Syrian Borders in the North or in the East (4 border posts).
BY SEA from the port of Beirut, Jounieh, and Tripoli.
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TOURISTIC CARD OF LEBANON
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GEOGRAPHY

Lebanon

Lebanon is bounded on the North and East by Syria, on the South by Israel/occupied Palestine and
on the West by the Mediterranean Sea. It is a mountainous country and between the two parallel
mountain ranges of Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon lays the fertile Bekaa Valley. Approximately one half of
the country lies at an altitude of over 900 m (3000 feet). Into this small area is packed a variety of
sceneries, almost unique in beauty and variety. The famed cedar trees grow at high elevations, while
the lower slopes bear grapes, apricots, plums, peaches, figs, olives and barley, often on terraces
painstakingly cut out from the mountainsides. Citrus fruit, bananas and vegetables, with radishes and
beans grown in tiny patches grow on the coastal plain.
In short, The Lebanese Territory includes four physiographic regions:
● A very narrow coastal plain, cradle of Phoenicians’ maritime civilization.
● A prominent mountain ridge oriented North-South, the Mount Lebanon, covering more than third of
the territory and whose greenish occidental flank, varies in width and cut by various beautiful and
picturesque deep gorges, then rises gradually over thirty kilometers to form the highest summit of the
country: Jabal ann n (2628m) and its maximum elevation at Qurnat al-Sawda (3083m) while the arid
oriental flank falls abruptly.
● An 8 to 15-km-wide tableland extending for 120 km from North to South with an average altitude of
900m, in the Bekaa.
● The Occidental flank of the Anti-Lebanon and the Hermon, Chain of Mountains almost deserted,
oriented from North to South, and which line of crests shapes the borders between Lebanon and Syria.
This division shows a geographical diversity, translated by the wide variety of picturesque sceneries,
the extraordinary concentration of archeological and historical treasures of a region that had witnessed
many civilizations. Such a collection of natural human, archeological and historical gathered beauties
on such a small surface does not exist in many countries, an overall well-being granted to man by the
blessing of its climate, the lightness of its air, and the delicately shaded colors of its vegetation.

CLIMATE

There are four seasons. Summer (mid-May to end of October) is hot on the coast and cooler in the
mountains. Temperatures range from 25 ºC to 35ºC with a level of humidity reaching sometimes 80% on
the coastal line; spring and autumn are warm and pleasant. Winter (December to mid-March) is mostly
rainy with snow in the mountains. Temperatures range from 5 º C to 15º C on the coast and -5 ºC to 5 º C
in the mountains.
Lebanon is a Mediterranean country, and enjoys a moderate climate. The ski season begins in December
and ends April, Ski resorts offering nice hotels and pleasant inns for skiing fans and lovers are numerous.
2018 © all rights reserved

9

Compiled by
Vent Nouveau
MICE-DMC

AGRICULTURE

Lebanon

A traditional and capital activity in Lebanon, the production of a wide variety of crops, ranging from , lemon,
orange, olive groves to vineyards, cereal and tobacco plantations thanks to the soil and climate.

INDUSTRY AND TRADE

The Lebanese industry has always been a very light one based mainly on agroalimentary products. During the past century the country developed an industry
revolving around ore, alimentary product, beverage, wood and furniture, textiles and
ready-to-wear, equipment and devices, leather and shoes, jewelry, paper and
cardboard. Because of its geographical position at the heart of three continents,
Lebanon expanded an open economy implementing a very strong trade tradition.
Lebanon exports animals, plants, cereals, and oil products, as well as food products,
beverages, leather, wood works, textiles, tobacco and artisanal products. Moreover,
Lebanon has unexploited natural resources, which justifies the imports of raw materials,
gold, precious stones, machinery and mechanical appliances, metals, gas, petroleum
oil, vehicles, chemicals, pharmaceutical and food products.

ECONOMIC PROFILE

The end of the war in Lebanon in 1990 has given way to a new economical awakening, bringing ringing back
the profile Lebanon had before 1975. Since 1993, foreign investments have been boosting the local economy,
through new projects launched in the public and private sectors.
On the other hand, the banking system in Lebanon was one of the rare sectors not to be affected by the war
as a result of the economical and liberal system allowing the entry and exit of capitals. In this perspective, the local and
international banks settled in Lebanon since the independence. Those banks who closed doors during the events are rapidly
coming back to the front scene to take their share in the new prospects of the Lebanese market, believed to be the market of
the 21st century.
Confusing economy: For the visitor one evidence is asserted: if f Lebanon is a country where an ostentatious wealth coexists
with a relative poverty, misery with its cruel aspects is absolutely non-existent. Even the poorest child in the country breathes
in health. As for the great fortunes, their origins is enigmatic since this country produces almost nothing whereby an important
minority lives in abundance. Lebanon did not have the chance like its neighbors to extract crude oil or raw gas from its soil.
Although this reality is going to change since the government is working to start gas and oil extraction in the southern part of
our Mediterranean sea.
Its only natural wealth remains in the fertility of a part of its soil, Tourism, Businesses and above all its human resources. One
look at the classified advertisement will show you how big companies in the whole Middle East, including the Multinationals,
inspect Lebanon to recruit Top Managers and Engineers. The credibility of Lebanon has been recently proven when subscribing
in Treasury bonds in US Dollars exceeded all expectations.
2018 © all rights reserved
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To visit Lebanon hit the road with passion and time, stopping frequently, drinking the water of its springs,
indulging under the sun, sitting on a capital of a roman temple fallen to the ground, or under the tents of these
adorable cafés that emerge everywhere on the edge of the water. ...

Lebanon
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HISTORY

Lebanon

Few peoples were born of such a complex admixture like the Lebanese. To the diversity of ancient people (Phoenicians, Assyrians, Romans,
etc.) that spread on the coasts and in the mountain which became later the Lebanese State – was added, in the modern times, a multitude
of other elements. But the Arabs were the ones who gave to Lebanon its language and have marked its civilization profoundly.
The history of Lebanon is so rich in events that we can relate as follows:
•

Starting the third millennium BC: the city states of Byblos, Berytos (Beirut), Sidon and Tyre were founded by the
Phoenicians-Canaanites.
• In the first millennium BC: Phoenicians dominate the Mediterranean trade.
• From the 16th till the First century BC: The country was under the domination of the Egyptians, Assyrians,
Babylonians, Persians and Greeks.
•
64 BC till 636 AD: Lebanon was part of the Roman and Byzantine Empires till its domination by the Islamic
dynasties.
• 1099-1291: Holy crusades rule the coastal line till the conquest of the Mamelouks of Egypt.
• 1250-1515: Mamelouks rule Lebanon
• 1516: The Ottoman Empire domination starts.
• 1593-1840: The emirs of the Lebanese mountain try to obtain their independence.
• 1858-1860: Tension between the Druzes and the Maronites.
• 1861: France obtains the creation of the province of the Mount Lebanon with a relative autonomy.
• 1918: Lebanon is liberated from the Ottomans and forms the “Great Lebanon” with the Bekaa.
• 1920-1943: The League of Nations placed Lebanon under the French Mandate.
•
1943: Lebanon became Independent
•
1946: All foreign troops left Lebanon
•
1958: American intervention
• 1975-1990: War in Lebanon
•
1989: The Tãif Accord put an end to war
-•
2000: Withdrawal of the Israeli Army
•
2005: The Assassination of the ex-prime minister Mr.Rafic el HARIRI, and the withdrawal of Syrian troops
• 2006: Military offensive by Israel on Lebanon
• 2007-2008: political and economic repercussion on the national and international scene after the death of the late prime minister
Mr. Rafic el Hariri,
• 2009: Political, Economic and touristic boom
• 2018: The Vatican is going to put back Lebanon on the touristic map of 2019.
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POLITICAL ASPECTS

Lebanon

Since its independence, it has been stated that the President of the Lebanese Republic must be a Christian Maronite,
the prime minister a Muslim Sunni and the president of the National Assembly a Muslim Shi’a. Lebanon is divided
into 8 governorates.
Lebanon was torn apart during 15 years of a terrible war that has left its prints on the walls, buildings, roads, edifices.
But Lebanon is healing from its wounds and the last black page was turned in 1990. Lebanon is back to normal. The
dark years belong now to the past.

THE ORIGINS OF THE ALPHABET

The Ancient people used a secondary code of communication compared to the articulate language:
the ideographic writing, which signs represented not only ideas but linguistic elements (words). It was
not a simple suggestion anymore but a real notation. During the second millennium, the Phoenicians
invented a system of notation. The first document revealing the invention of the Alphabet was found
in Ugarit (today Ras Shamra in Syria), but it is possible that the innovation was first introduced in
Byblos. The words were formed of simple sounds represented by simple signs. Thirty signs combined
to the infinite made it possible to compose an infinite number of words. It was in 1920 that the
archeologists found inscriptions (of Phoenician origins) using the first known alphabetic signs.
As for the Arabic numbers (1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0), their existence was mentioned in Syria in the middle
of the VII century by the Archbishop Severe Sebkot. These numbers were used during the Islamic
time by the Persian mathematician Al Khawarizmi, to be then introduced in the medieval Occident,
thus, replacing the Roman numbers.

ART AND CULTURE

Lebanon is back, up-to-date with cultural activities. Its architecture is being modernized, which would be soon witnessed in the
city center of Beirut. But its old patrimony would not be forgotten. On the contrary, restoration of monuments and historical buildings
is occupying an essential place in the vast reconstruction yard. The archeological excavations confirm how rich our land is in memories and cultures, which impels us to look into the future with much interest, and yet, cherish our past and safeguard it.
The Lebanese citizen, out of his shelter, join the peace process. His passion for culture, art, joy of living, is back to his life. He has
one desire: meet his two bonds: his country and the West.
His energy remains without boundaries. He adopts quickly a rich programme of straightening up the educational system. Univer2018 © all rights reserved
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sities and schools are reformed: the UL (Université Libanaise), USJ (Université St. Joseph), USEK (Université Saint Esprit de Kaslik), ALBA (Academie Libanaise des Beaux Arts), AUB (American University
of Beirut), LAU (Lebanese American University) NDU (Notre Dame University), Balamand University,
Beirut Arab University, and many others. There is no major that is not offered at any of these universities.
As for schools, they are considered among the best in the world, which gives the possibility to our youngsters to continue their studies in Lebanon, and to foreign residents to ensure continuity to their own programme.
Lebanon has not stopped providing the world with very talented people: writers, painters, sculptors,
musicians, designers etc. Many of them have reached international fame such as Gebran Khalil Gebran,
Georges Shéhadé, Nadia Tuéni, Amine Maalouf, Venus Ghatta Khoury in Literature and Poetry.
Chafic Abboud , Assadour, Saleeba Doueihy, Hussein Madi, Hrair, Paul Guiragossian in painting.
Feyrouz, the Rahbani Brothers, Wadih el Safi and Magida El- Roumi in singing and oriental music,
the troop dance of Caracalla in the oriental modern choregraphy, Elie Saab and Zouheir Mrad as
haute couture designers etc.
Theaters also reopened their doors ranging fom light comedy to melodrama, passing by musicals and
“Chansonniers Theatres", performances are suitable for all categories: French, Arabic and English
speaking audience. Lebanon made its entry in the moviemaking OR film production carried by distinguished names as the late Maroun Baghdadi, Philippe Aractingi, Ziad Doueiri, Nadine Labaki (Jury prize
in Cannes 2018 for her movie “Capharnaüm”) and many others. Lebanon breathes again through its cultural organs. Not a single day passes without a concert, a recital, a conference or an exhibition. "Beirut
by Night" is not any more exclusive to restaurants and night-clubs - always fully-booked anyway- but also
to people in search of culture and refined leisure. Art exhibitions as well as art galleries are countless. To
cite the most important ones: Galerie Janine Rbeiz, Agial, Aida Cherfane, Alice Mogabgab, Alwane,
Art Circle, Art Lounge, Epreuve d'Artiste, the Bekhazi Gallery, specialized in restoration, the Sursock
Museum and its annual fall fair, all of them located in Beirut the Alwane Gallery in Kaslik, Aishti foundation for contemporary art, Beirut Art center, not to forget the foreign cultural institutes that remain
watchful to the cultural exchange between Lebanon and the country they represent.
Local important events take place in Lebanon throughout the year: concerts in Saint Joseph church –
Monot, Beirut - summer festivals with Baalbeck International Festival (www.baalbeck.org.lb), Beiteddine
Festival (www.beiteddine.org), and Byblos International Festival (www.byblosfestival.org). Shows are
carefully selected in order to present performances of very diverse horizons; chosen from local and international theatre, dance, and music shows, with legendary great performers and new contemporary artists.
Another important event is the Al Bustan Festival (www.albustanfestival.com) taking place between midFebruary and end of March every year. The Festival takes special care in presenting a yearly rich and homogeneous programme focused around a special theme, celebrating the culture of a country or a city, or

Lebanon
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exploring a special theme. The Festival likes to be daring in its choice of artists, works and performances.
During the Festival, an Art Exhibition, featuring a prominent artist, is organized in the Gallery.
Another two summer Festival events are the Deir Al Qamar and Zouk Mikhael Festivals. The Deir Al
Qamar Festival, organized in a town that is an attraction of the Chouf Mountains, only minutes from Beiteddine, has recently introduced family-friendly components and elements tailored to children, in addition to
performances specifically intended for adults. Zouk Mikhael, set on a hillside overlooking Jounieh Bay, has
enhanced its “Old Souks” district of restored Lebanese stone houses and an amphitheatre which, since
2003, transforms into a stage throughout the festival. Its first-year performances included the ballet of
Romeo and Juliet, and Evita the Musical.
Considering the potential of its scenic and romantic setting, the Zouk Mikhael Festival could evolve into a
successful curtain closer for Lebanon’s main festival season. Lebanon was honored to receive Pavarotti,
Carreras, Elton John and many other worldwide artists.
For homebodies, there are about twenty TV channels, among which Documentary Channels and Kids
Channels. Radio Stations offer the same choice: Political, social, artistic, and musical (Oriental, Classical,
jazz...) stations. The same goes for Newspapers and magazines specialized in fashion, interior design,
photography, economy, or other various topics, and all in many languages. Needless to say that Lebanon
receives International TV programmes round the clock, through Satellite.
Movie theaters are also numerous and offer the possibility of viewing the most recent movies at only few
weeks interval from Europe and the USA.

Lebanon

But above all, Lebanon is eager to welcome you. After its awakening
Lebanon opens its doors and assures and reassures you that your stay will
certainly be enjoyable and extended.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

STAYING IN LEBANON

Lebanon

Before the period 75-90, Lebanon had a remarkable and impressive hotel infrastructure in Beirut and
the mountains. Unfortunately, many of these edifices were destroyed and new constructions emerged.
Today, the accommodation infrastructure is much more diverse with International chains like the Four
Seasons and the Intercontinental Hotels, and private Lebanese Chains like Al Boustan, le Bristol, the
Lancaster and the Mir Amine Palace. Few years ago a new trend took its path: “The Guest Houses”
where one can enjoy the pure Lebanese traditions and way of life.
From the coastal line to the ski resorts, reaching the valley of the Bekaa, you will always find a
welcoming, clean and pleasant hotel room in all categories.

GASTRONOMY

The Lebanese gastronomy is a rich mixture of various products and ingredients produced in the diverse
Lebanese regions. At a time when the Mediterranean diet has proven to be one of the healthiest diets in
the world, the Lebanese cuisine succeeds in combining health and pleasure.
Olive oil, herbs, spices, fresh fruits and vegetables are commonly used, as well as dairy products, cereals,
fish and meat. The Mezze, an elaborate variety of hot and cold dishes, has made the Lebanese cuisine
renowned worldwide. A typical Mezze may consist of salads such as the Tabboule and Fattouch, or the
Hommos and Moutabal, some patties such as the Sambousseks and finally the stuffed grape leaves. The
Lebanese flat pita bread is essential to every Lebanese meal and can be used to replace the usage of the
fork. Not to mention our local pastry (Baklawa, Halawa, and Loukoum…).
In Lebanon, one can find the taste of home with the variety of international restaurants: Mexican, American,
Asiatic, French and Italian. Today, thanks to the “Fusion Cuisine” offered by Restaurant Liza, the Lebanese
kitchen has reached a new scale. Besides the new way of preparing delicious dishes one can enjoy them
in an enchanting historical Lebanese Florentine palace. This palace was once owned by the Abdallah
Bustros family, who welcomed the commander Trabaud, the first ruler over the Great Lebanon during
the French mandate in 1920, and where the belly dancer Dany Bustros lived.
Everyone in Lebanon, and all through the country, can find their interests in term of type of food or
budget. .
Restaurants, pubs, nightclubs are all pleasant and welcoming so you can enjoy them till dawn.
Lebanon is, above all, the country of “Arak”. Arak is an anise-flavored liquor similar to Pastis (the
French version), Sambuca (the Italian version), or Ouzo (the Greek version). It is drunk as an aperitif
or with mezzes and entrées. Another Lebanese drink, which is worth savoring, is the Lebanese wine
which is now enjoying a worldwide reputation. Wineries are primarily found in the Bekaa Valley,
where arid, sunny days and cool evenings ensure the most favourable climate to the growth of vines. .
2018 © all rights reserved
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Among the most renowned wineries, Châteaux Ksara, Kefraya, Château Musar (located in the Mount
Lebanon region near Beirut), Domaine des Tourelles, Wardy, Karam, Ixir, Bellevue, Massaya, Atibaia,
Khoury and many others.

Lebanon

SPORTS AND LEISURE

Nautical Sports: Swimming, Wind Surf, Water- Skiing, Scuba Diving, Jet Ski, Pedalo, and Sailing are
favored sports in Lebanon. Many beaches offer full facilities and most have guest memberships and freshwater
pools to supplement the sea. Boats may be rented by anglers along the coast but most local anglers prefer to
fish in the deep waters by the shore.
Winter sports: Snow skiing and Snow Surfing as well as Ice Skating could be experienced in Lebanon.
The ski season begins in general end of December and ends in April, depending on the weather. Snow
Racket Hiking or ATV trips are also organized from Mzaar to the Cedars.
Others: Tennis, Squash, Golf, Horseback Riding, Bowling, Dance, Aerobic, Volley Ball, Basket Ball,
Ping Pong, Football and many other sports are common in Lebanon with various clubs specialized in each
sport discipline. All summer resorts do have their health center
and the access is easy if one is a member. If not, tickets could
TREKKING
WINE
& Camel RIDING be bought to have access to the health club. Sea trips along
TREKKING
HIKING
SUMMITING
4x4
Tasting
the Lebanese coast can be arranged by Motor yachts and sail
boats, and can be extended to Cyprus and the Turkish coast. The Aero-Club of Beirut is now operating and
those who have their licenses can exercise their flying hobby in the Lebanese skies.
Nature and Adventure: ecotourism, outdoor activities in nature or inside grottoes, as well as camping
plots in the Chouf, Kesrouan, and The Bekaa are expanding quickly.

SHOPPING

Lebanon has shopping centers where one can find local and
international brands, as well as artisanal shops, cosmetics,
jewelry and others …
Lebanon traditional souks are found in old cities like Tyre, Sidon,
Byblos and Tripoli. Artisans still design and manufacture the
traditional pottery and glassware, tempered steel or copper
cutlery embellished with ram or buffalo bone handles shaped in
the form of beautiful and colorful birds' heads. Brass and copper
goods include braziers, bowls fluted jugs, ashtrays, swords and
doorstops, all elegantly designed and hand engraved. Cloth, silk
and wool kaftans, Abayas (embroidered nightwear) and table linen are popular as they are hand adorned
with gold and silver. Colors and perfumes exhilarate the passersby in shopping streets and galleries. Do
not forget to make your last minute shopping at Beirut Airport duty free shop.
2018 © all rights reserved
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DISCOVER LEBANON: THINGS NOT TO BE MISSED

Lebanon

Lebanon offers a diversity of attractions, depending on one’s expectation, time, taste, predisposition etc...

1- THE MAIN CITIES
(See details on the card)

To know Lebanon one has to visit its main cities or areas
enjoying the particularities of its avenues, squares, beaches,
monuments, and archeological sites. Not to miss: Beirut
(Martyrs’ Square, the Grand Serail, the Port, the National
Museum, the AUB, the Downtown, Hamra, the Pigeon Rock,
the Corniche from Ras Beirut to Ramlet el Baida), Jounieh
with its beaches, the summer villages of the Mount Lebanon:
Bikfaya, Broumana, Beit Mery and the summer and winter
sports resorts located in the Ouyoune el Simane and Faqra where one can enjoy the Roman
archeological site at an altitude of 1500m above sea level.

2 - ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES
BEIRUT

BEIRUT CITY CENTER
Since October 1993, archeologists have been working in down town Beirut in order to
excavate the historical constructions like the foundation of the Small Serail of the 19th century,
the Medieval, Roman and the ancient Phoenician city. Beirut is known to have been destroyed
and rebuilt more than seven times and conceals inestimable treasures not only for Lebanon
but for the humanity.
Beirut has as many mosques as churches, which certifies its varied religious composition
and the vivid symbol of what the late Pope Saint John Paul II said: “Lebanon is not a
country but a crucial message”.
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BYBLOS (Jbeil)
Beyond Nahr el Kalb and the Grottoes of Jeita, at 35 km North of Beirut, the city of Byblos
(now Jbeil) gathers over 8000 years of history and culture. Up from a cliff, it marks the site of
the most ancient port of the world and a once commercially flourishing center. But Byblos was
also a place of worship, since the temple of obelisks, from which the famous figurines of Byblos
and votive statuettes were unearthed, was built on its site. The visitor will be astonished by
the number of superimposed cultural layers: Neolithic, Phoenician, Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek,
and Roman. The Romans have left to Byblos a sanctuary, a colonnade, and most of all a
magnificent theater facing the sea. The main OR central place of this site is the Castle built by
the Crusaders inside the ramparts of the ancient city. Hundred meters further stands the
Church of St. John- Marc, built in the XIIth century in the Roman style, and still in very good
condition.

FAQRA
Located in Kfardebiane, the Roman archeological site, with its tower, small temple, and grand
sanctuary, shows the importance of the Roman road system which connects the region with
the Bekaa fertile land and its main cities like Baalbek.

The BEKAA

ANJAR
Anjar city is situated OR located 60 km East of Beirut in the frontier zone of the Bekaa. In the past, it used
to link the coastal cities of Lebanon with the city of Damascus. After the Byzantine reign in Syria, the
Caliph Walid I, one of the successors of Mou'awiya, started the construction of his country castle in the
VIIth century, but it was his son the Caliph Ibrahim I who completed its construction and lived there.
Omeyyades Caliphes could have sumptuous secondary residences called “Qasr” which could cover
wide premises; the Castle of Anjar is surrounded by 370-metre-long walls.
It was decorated with mosaics, frescos, reliefs, and engravings in the stone. Corinthian tops were borrowed
to the Romans, and many ornaments and architectonic elements to the Byzantines. With time, the city
transformed into a commercial center and an oasis to the travelers and traders who crossed from Syria
to Lebanon.
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BAALBECK
On the place of a very old religious site the Phoenicians set up a magnificent sanctuary consecrated for
the worship of Baal. Under the reign of Alexander the Great, the city developed rapidly. It was called
Heliopolis (city of the sun (Helios=sun). But the most important constructions of the Acropolis of Baalbeck
date back to the Roman times. A great cultural complex gathers 3 major edifices:
1- The temple of Jupiter with a peristyle of 54 columns (of which only the 6 famous columns remain),
measuring each 20 meters in height and 2 meters in diameter at the base, which classifies them among
the largest roman columns. The temple of Jupiter has an hexagonal forecourt relatively well preserved.
2- The temple of Bacchus is considered as one of the most beautiful successes of the roman architecture
and the most well preserved. This is where all international big festivals of drama, ballet, classical and
modern concerts take place.
3- As to the temple of Venus, it is one of the rare edifices with a circular plan, comparable somehow to
the Tholos of Delphes in Greece.

Lebanon

KAMED EL LOZ
An archeological site in the southeastern Bekaa, excavated by a German expedition from 1963 to 1981.
The site dates back to the IVth millennium BC and housed the residence of the Egyptian governor. The
governor was responsible of maintaining order over the area on behalf of the pharaoh.
This site is located in an enchanting village at the feet of the anti-Lebanon chain of mountains.

The SOUTH

ARNOUN
A village located in the Nabatyeh governorate, famous for its fortress called by the crusaders during the
12th century: the Beaufort castle.
Built on a rocky hill, the castle has witnessed many events from the crusades till our times. Destroyed
during 1975-1990, the war time in Lebanon, it is today totally renovated in order to receive visitors.

TYRE
Situated on the Lebanese Coast, 74 km to the south of the Capital, the city of Tyre was founded by the
Phoenicians to become the first commercial Metropolis of the world. It was in Tyre that their economical
empire flourished And where the Sarcophagus of the famous king of Tyre, Hiram, who supplied the king
Salomon with excellent wood from the Cedars for the construction of his temple and palace, was found
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The visitor could also discover the paved path that crosses a majestic arch of triumph, a roman aqueduct,
one of the first hippodromes, a field of Roman sarcophagi , mosaic parterres and many
other ruins that escaped the Assyrians, the Persians and the Arab destruction.
SIDON
Located 45 km south of Beirut, Sidon is a coastal city called today Saida (from Sa'id in
Arabic = fishing). It was considered was at a time in History as the principal port out of
which the Phoenicians sailed to conquer the Mediterranean world culturally and
commercially, and perhaps move further. The peace of the city was constantly disturbed
by invaders: Philistines, Persians, Greeks and Arabs. The Crusaders had been ousted
by Saladin in 1187. These have handed over a considerable treasure to the city such as
the naval fortress which has become the symbol of the city.
It is from the south of Lebanon (Tyre and Sidon) that the young Europe was
kidnapped by Zeus and the legend can be seen on the 2 Euro coin of (2002
Greece).

The NORTH

BATROUN
It is the capital of the Batroun governorate. This coastal city built by the Phoenician king
Ithobal in the 9th century BC hides historical and cultural treasures. It is a must to see
with its old souk, churches, port, its 225-metre-Phoenician wall and its delicious lemonade.

SMAR JBEIL
Located in the Batroun governorate, and built on a hill, the village which name means the guardian or
protector of Jbeil (Byblos), is known for its fortress built during the Phoenician time, and reused by the
Romans and the crusaders.
At the foot of the fortress one can see the well and the church dedicated to the patron Saint Mar Nohra
known for healing ophthalmic diseases. . The village is considered as one of the oldest in the country.
TRIPOLI : St-Gilles Castle
Tripoli, the 2nd Capital of Lebanon, is located 75 km north of
Beirut. It is a coastal city, known for its picturesque aspect and rich
history of legends. Overhanging the city and the sea, the Castle of
St. Gilles (Sanjil) stands proudly and gives the tone to all other
Frankish monuments. The Church of St. Mary of the tour has
become today the great mosque. It has contributed to the
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introduction of occidental elements into oriental architectures. The city counts Mameluk buildings, such
as the Mosque of Teynal, the one of Abdel Wahed or again the great Mosque of Al'Achraf. Not to forget
the tours (la Tour du Lion) in the area of Al'Mina port, the Khans (caravan serails) and the Hammams with
domes, places of relaxation and distraction.

3 - NATURAL SITES:

THE CEDARS
The famous Cedars of Lebanon still stand magnificently and majestically, at an altitude of over 2000
meters between the land and the sky, despite all turbulences. They have been so often called Arz El Rab
(Cedars of God) and considered as a miracle of the nature.
Classified as national treasure, and subject to regular control, some cedars have more than 1000 years
of age. Cited in the holy Bible and ancient historical books, the cedar is symbol of eternity and wisdom. It
is, above all, the symbol of the Lebanese Republic, since it figures on its flag and money.
The most famous cedars are in the region of Becharré in North Lebanon, and Barouk in the Chouf.
THE NATURAL CAVES OF KSARA
Situated near Zahleh in the Bekaa, these 3-km-long-natural caves are well worth the visit.

THE QUADICHA GROTTO
Situated North of Beirut, between the Cedars and Bcharreh, this grotto, smaller than Jeita Grottoes, should
also be visited. It can be accessible on foot (15-minute - walk) through a small footpath overlooking the valley of
Qadicha, also called the valley of the Saints. The terrace, in front of the entrance, offers a beautiful panoramic
view of the valley.

JEITA GROTTO
Located 20 km north of Beirut, the Jeita grottoes have already taken
thousands of visitors’ breath away. The two superimposed grottoes which
are linked by a cable car, sink at thousand meters inside the mountains.
The lower grotto could be visited with a craft that leads in narrow
underground passages and lakes which have their sources in the River
of Nahr el Kalb. The upper grotto could be explored on foot but always
with a guide. The exploration of the grottoes captivates the visitor
soaking up the surrealistic atmosphere of the place through this voyage
within the Stalactites and Stalagmites which evoke the fauna and the
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flora, waterfalls, lakes.

QUARAOUN LAKE
Situated in the south of the Bekaa, the region and the lake offer very attractive, diverse and interesting
sites. The tour of the lake may be done by car or by motor boat (approx. 25 minutes).

THE NATURAL BRIDGE OF FAQRA- KFARDEBIANE
Very few natural bridges exist in the world, and Lebanon possesses one amongst its natural wealth.
Situated at 1500m on one of the Mount Lebanon heights, this bridge, spanned over the stream of Nahr
El-Laban (Nahr = River) and offering a beautiful view on the village of Faraya, is to be admired while
walking on the site and breathing the fresh air of the mountain.

4 – RELIGIOUS SITES

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
There are many churches in Lebanon, ranging from the old to the modern. Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant,
Armenian churches and chapels are all worth visiting and give a sobering picture of the importance of the
Christian religion in the life of the Lebanese
CONVENTS
Many convents are also found in Lebanon, but one should not miss the Convent of Mar Chaaya
Broummana (the oldest monastic foundation of the Antonins in 1700). Similarly, one should visit the
Convent Greek- Catholic of St. John in Khounchara (or Choueir
where the first printing house in Arabic characters was installed in
1733) The Convent of Mar Maroun- St. Charbel in Annaya and the
Abbaye of Belmont (Deir Balamand founded by the Cistercians in
1157 (completed in 1169) and passed to the orthodox after the fall of
the Latin kingdoms in 1289, offer a rich collection of Byzantine icons
of the 18th and 19th centuries. Not to forget the Saint Joseph
monastery dedicated to Santa Rafqa in Jrabta and the Saints
Cyprian and Justina in Kfifane dedicated to Saint Nhamtallah el
Hardini and the beatified brother Estephan Nehmeh.
The Monastery of the Miraculous Virgin Mary in Ras Baalabeck,
which belongs to the Basilian order of Aleppo, dates back to the 4th
century AD. However, many constructions have been adjoined and
modifications applied to it. Today it is a very important place of
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pilgrimage for the Bekaa inhabitants and all Lebanese people. Every 15th of August the Lebanese and
Syrian communities come to celebrate the feast day of the Assumption of Mary.

MOSQUES
There are many mosques to be visited, among which the Great Mosque of Tripoli a monumental
construction, built in the 13th century and which integrates elements of French architecture; the Great
mosque of Saida (resembling a fortress at first sight , it is erected over an ancient church built by the
Hospitallers knights of St.John in the 13th century), the Great Mosque of Beirut or Mosque of Omar
(originally, it was a Roman church built between 1113 and 1150 by the Hospitallers Knights of St. John on
the site of a Byzantine edifice which had succeeded to a roman temple. In 1291 the Muslims changed it
to a mosque, adding a Minaret) and the Mohammad el Amine Mosque inaugurated in 2008 in Beirut.
The Druze community in Lebanon is very important and has many Maqams, one of which is the Maqam
of the prophet Job (Maqam Al Nabi Ayoub) in Niha, the Chouf –Mount Lebanon. The Maqam has been
in renovation since 1947 and comprises the tomb of the prophet Job and the Druze Star emblem.

MAGHDOUCHE
The sanctuary is an official pilgrimage place. It is dedicated to Saydet el Mantara (our awaiting lady) and
managed by the Greek-catholic Church. A new basilica overlooking Sidon, displays beautiful frescoes by
Italian artists, telling the life story of the Virgin Mary. Stories report that this is the place where the Virgin
Mary used to wait for her son to come back after preaching in the city. At the same place of the modern
tower, it is also said that in 324 Saint Helena mother of the emperor Constantine built a church dedicated
to the Virgin Mary at the same place where the modern tower raises. The grotto doors that used to welcome
the Virgin Mary were closed in the 8th century after persecutions, to be reopened later in the 18th century.
THE QADICHA VALLEY

Situated north of
Beirut near Becharreh,
the holy valley of
Qadicha
hosts
convents & fortresses
built into the rocks and
which
blend
and
integrate perfectly into
the mask of the
mountain. The convent
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of St. Antony of Qozhaya (900m in the wild pass - is the first printing house in Syriac language founded at
the end of the 16th century). Also to be visited is the Mar Licha convent, the Maronite Sanctuary Deir
Qannoubine, and other grottoes and refuges for Hermits in the area.

OUR LADY OF LEBANON - HARISSA
A prodigious immaculate statue overlooking the bay of Jounieh rises 500 m above the sea. Erected at the
end of the 19th Century, the statue of Virgin Mary dominates a sanctuary (a chapel in the pedestal). A
panoramic view is guaranteed at the top of the statue. A cable car links the coast to the Belvedere.

PÈLERINAGE AU LIBAN :
Le Liban est une destination de pèlerinage pour Chrétiens et Musulmans de tous rites et communautés.
Consultez-nous pour plus de renseignements, d’orientation et des itinéraires détaillés.

5 - PALACES & MUSEUMS

CILICIA MUSEUM - ANTELIAS
The official opening took place on March 30, 1998. The last massive structure on the premises, it also
houses the library of the Catholicosate. Most of the precious relics and samples of religious Art are the
rescued treasures of the Catholicosate. In the summer of 1915 they made an Odyssean journey from Sis
to Aleppo, and in 1930 they were brought to Antelias, the new premises of the Holy See of Cilicia. In
addition to these treasures, and through donations and purchases, the Museum now has very significant
collections.

THE SAINT GEORGES GREEK ORTHODOX MUSEUM- BEIRUT
The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Saint Georges is the Mother Cathedral of the Beirut Orthodox
community. The Cathedral is the oldest church in the city of Beirut, and one of the oldest in the region.
During the war in Lebanon, the Cathedral suffered many attacks of theft and vandalism, as well as effects
of nature's impact in a region considered as war zone and confrontation line. In 1998, the restoration multiphase project started and in 15th of December 2003, the Cathedral opened its Great Doors. While doing
the restoration a very important archeological site inside the church was discovered. This site was opened
as a museum where one can interact between the places and the history.

MUSEUM OF THE ARMENIAN CATHOLIC MONASTERY OF CILICIA - BZOMMAR
The monastery museum gives a general view of eastern profane and religious art, particularly Armenian.
There are souvenirs of Emir Bashir, who whenever he traveled entrusted all his possessions and fortune
to the monastery. On the monastery lands there are well tended vines which give an excellent and famous
wine; visitors taste it and buy it. All the year round the monastery warmly receives groups of tourists,
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students, researchers, scouts and faithful come as pilgrims. There is a church dedicated to the Glorious
Lebanon
Assumption of the Virgin Mary with a vaulted roof and a tower with appropriate ornamentation
BEITEDDINE
At 45 km south east of Beirut, the magnificent palace of Beiteddine (House of faith) is a pure specimen of
national architecture of early XIXth century. It was built by the great Emir Bechir Chehab, tutor of Mount
Lebanon for over thirty years. Sumptuous residence of the princes, the palace presents both elements of
Islamic architecture and Venetian gothic-renascent architecture. This match of style is visible in the gracious
arcades and the façades, in the wooden works, the ceilings, and the mosaic parterres. The visitor will be
struck with the generosity and originality of the decorative ornaments.
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF BEIRUT
This building shelters the national museum of Beirut of Neo-Egyptian style, built in 1930 and opened in
1939. The national collection of the museum was scattered everywhere in the world during the war. Today,
the officials have regrouped these treasures which are on display to the public.

THE ARCHEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT
The collections of this private museum present the middle-oriental cultures of the Prehistory till a recent
past (about 10000 objects and as many coins).
THE WAX MUSEUM OF BYBLOS
Small museum where you can find wax models of the most influential personages in history.
THE WAX MUSEUM OF DEIR EL KAMAR
Small museum where you can find wax models of the most influential personages in history.

THE GEBRAN MUSEUM
Situated in Becharreh in the North, the "Gebran" museum displays the literary works and paintings of the
Lebanese philosopher, painter and poet GEBRAN KHALIL GEBRAN, author of "The Prophet".
SILK MUSEUM (BSOUS, CAZA ALEY)
LIVING SILK: Natural silk production from the worm to the finished product.
- Silk worms, cocoons, Bombyx - Mulberry “Golden Tree” - Old machines, silk products
- Silk reeling - Hand looms weaving - Old Photos - Guided visit: The Permanent Collection: Local &
Oriental Silks / Wild Silks from Madagascar - A Panoramic terrace, museum shop, and café - Walk in a
scented garden of fragrances - The museum opens in summer.
THE ROBERT MOUAWAD PRIVATE MUSEUM
“For what had been carefully constructed over many years has now been transformed, much like the city
center itself, into an example of living wonder… The building may have weathered the passages of time,
of conquerors, heroes, and war, and though its Italian Gothic style still survives in the ornate facades of
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the present building, there has been a virtual reconstruction inside and out.”
Quoted from the Robert Mouawad Private Museum Multimedia Presentation
The Robert Mouawad Private Museum Multimedia Presentation aptly sums up Mouawad’s achievement
when it states: “By choosing to restore a 110-year-old palace and turn it into a private museum dedicated
to works of art and to his own personal collection of jewelry, Robert Mouawad has shown both courage
and foresight while remaining true to tradition”. Located in the heart of Beirut city, The Robert Mouawad
Private Museum today (formerly known as the Henri Pharaon Palace) has recently opened its doors to
the public. Mouawad’s vision transformed The Pharaon palace into a state-of-the-art museum that is doubly
historic, both as a venue and as a host for priceless collections. This is one museum whose grandest
exhibit is the edifice itself.
The Mouawad museum is closed since 2017 for renovations.

Lebanon

THE MIM MUSEUM
The treasure assembles precious metals like gold and silver and stones known to be precious (rubies,
topaz, emeralds...). Specific lighting was designed in some of the cases to highlight the color variations of
species such as tanzanite, the transparency and color of gemstones like peridot and tourmaline, and the
details of spectacular filiform pieces such as gold and silver.
MLEETA MUSEUM
Mleeta and the resistance are an exceptional story of love and a place of memories.
Mleeta is a natural museum in the heart of a mountainous landscape. It has an aim of preserving the
places where we can see the Islamic resistance modes against Israel, since the occupation in 1982.

USJ Prehistoric Museum
Over 500 prehistoric items carefully selected by Jesuits scholars since the 19th century are exhibited at
the Université Saint-Joseph historic museum. Window displays, panels, and recreated scenes accurately
represent the various aspects of the daily life of prehistoric man. A documentary film is shown at the end
of the tour. Opening Hours Tuesday-Wednesday, Friday-Saturday 9AM-3PM.The museum is closed on
public and school holidays

NABU MUSEUM
Located in the Hirri coastline neighborhood next to Chekka- north of Lebanon, the NABU museum opened
its doors on the 22nd of September 2018 thanks to a private initiative.
It has a collection of rare archeological pieces from the Bronze and Iron Age as well as from the Greek,
Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods.
Besides the above mentioned collections it presents artistic modern and contemporary paintings made by
Amin el Bacha, Mustapha Farroukh, Khalil Gibran, Paul Guiragossian and many other famous names.
It is a must to see museum!
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6 - THE OLD SOUKS

Lebanon

Nothing is more charming than strolling in the old souks where you can live the entire atmosphere
of the past. Not to miss the Souks of Beirut, Sidon, Byblos, Zouk, Tripoli and Rachaya. In Rachaya
the visitor can enjoy the citadel of the independence, a building of the 18th century built at the
foot of Anti-Lebanon Mount Hermon, giving an irresistible charm and romance to the village. It
is in this building that on the 11th of November 1943 the members of the new government were
imprisoned after the proclamation of independence from the French mandate. On November,
22 the French authorities recognized the independence of Lebanon and set free Bechara el
Khoury, Riad el Solh, Camille Chamoun, Salim Takla, Adel Asayran and Abel Hamid Karame.

In Lebanon one can find all kind of touristic activities: summer and winter sports,
cultural, religious, adventure and mountain tourism.
Lebanon hides so many sites and activities, night and day, for all budgets and tastes.
The Lebanon offers touristic tailor made programs with an opening to Syria.

For a “Different Lebanon” do not hesitate to contact us or to visit our website. You
are going to be positively surprised.

2018 © all rights reserved

28

Compiled by
Vent Nouveau
MICE-DMC

SUGGESTED TOURS IN LEBANON

❺

Lebanon

THE CLASSICAL LEBANON- DISCOVER LEBANON

D.1
D.2
D.3
D.4
D.5

➍
D.1
D.2
D.3
D.4

➌
D.1
D.2
D.3

➋
D.1
D.2

Days Visit

Tour 001/LB

Deir el Qamar - Beitteddine - National Museum - Visit of Beirut
Byblos - Harissa - Jeita
Sidon - Tyre - Echmoun
Baalbeck - Ksara - Anjar
Bcharré: Gebran Khalil Gebran museum - The Cedars - The
Monastery of Saint Antoine Qozhaya
Days Visit

Tour 002/LB

Deir el Qamar - Beitteddine - National Museum - Visit of Beirut
Byblos - Harissa - Jeita
Sidon - Tyre - Echmoun
Baalbeck - Ksara - Anjar
Days Visit

Tour 003/LB

Byblos - Harissa - Jeita
Sidon - Tyr - Echmoun
Baalbeck - Ksara - Anjar
Days Visit

Tour 004A/LB

Byblos - Harissa - Jeita
Baalbeck - Ksara - Anjar
Joseph@ventnouveau.com I +961 4 712 037 I Beirut I Lebanon I www.ventnouveau.com
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